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1.  0On 19 October 1949, NMofmann, Cormunist Party district leader in Vienna I,
 apont some time in the TV Purehnsin~ Office on Schottenmasee discussing
the results of the Austrian rarliansntary elsctions held on ths Previous
day. He talked with Kasura, Director of the SV Purchapine Office; litel-
nan, &V Purchasinm Aont; Di:mld, a KPOe section leador; and Sovict and
Austrian Corrunist e~nloysas of ths TV,

2. Aceoriine to Yofmann, Ervin Scharf, the leftewine Socialist londer, left
the POe Contral Cormittes headquarters at 10145 a.m. on 9 ctover 1949,
atating that he a8 no lonpor intorested in loarning the trend of the voting.
‘hen KPOo Central Cormittos rerbers ba7an to realige that their rarty wasg
beins defeated, Brnst Fischer, proninent Central Cormittes nanber, apoke
at lencth on the subjeet of usine foreiblo reans to assure pover, emphasiz-
inm Lenin’s theory on the use of forse and saying: "In our country, the
only posgihle way of creating a People's Democrecy is Ly rhysical force."

3. ‘'hen tho final election returns were roceived by Coentral Committee head-
quartera, parliamentary mandates vere given to Johann Kopleni~, Prosident
of tho KPJe, Ernst Fischer, and Franz Tlonner, all of vhom are nonbers of
the party Politturo. 4 serioug disagreomont between party leaders and
Seharf surporters arosge, howaver, <hen the Corrmnists realized that rre~
vious cormitments to Scharf provented Karl Altmann and Viktor Elser, also
menbors of the XPOe Politmire, from metting the remaining tuwo mandates,
Acecardin to Mofmnn, the oricinal a~reonent betrmon the party and the left~
wint Soeialista was to share the mandates equally. The KI'0e leaders were
nov challenging Scharfls risht to the mandatos, stating that he wma not worthy
of their nenerosity.

4. During this reeting at the OV Purchasiny 2ffice, Kasura emphasized to

’ Iagtivka, chief boolkkeepar of thies SIN offico » to Mitelman, and to other
Soviet nationals, that the Austrian Cormunist Party nseded arced assiotance
in order t» achieve ite ends. The aroup also discunsed the desimility of
dividin~ Austria into throe parts like the nracent sot-up in Gorany, sug-
“eating that the Enns Ni-er be the houndary line bot'sen enstorn and reastorn
Austria and that Vienna be administered gerarately.
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It waa thus evident that KPOe loaders were irate bacauss more than one-third
of the Communist Party apparently failed to vote for the left bloec. Farty
membera as well as the Pusalans seemed to be appallsd by the election returns,
and SW Communist employces were particularly surprised by the vote in the
Zistersdorf area. Hofmann stated that he, himsclf, had anticpated the elsction
outcome but that the Zistersdorf fiasco had dealt the Austrian Commmmist Party
a mortal blow. All evinced fear of the Union of Independenta {VAU) rather than
of the %ocialist Party or People’s Party. It wama agroed by Mitelman, Xasur,
and others, that in the ovent the VAU guined control of Austria's new fedaral
army, Commuiist Party aepirations in Austria would be seriously jeopardizecd.

Finally, the group discussed the Importance of carrying out an energetic
campaien of sabotage and strikes in Austrian factories bofore forthecoming
trade union slectionsa,
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